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Now swords and warring arms the prospect mar,    J
Protended spears, that glitter from afar,                >

And sulphurous tubes, dread equipage of war.       3
The din of fight begins; a direful sound
Flies through the dome, and shakes the walls around ;
From the hurst volumes sputtering sulphurs tost
Promiscuous hiss, and sounds in sounds are lost.
Confusion reigns; the field of war "bespread,
Reveals, unhappy view! her heaps of dead:
Think on all hands, extended on the stage,
Slain troops appear, the guilt of civil rage.

But when tney have allayed their martial ire,
And their calm spirits breathe a sobe^fire:
The war concluded, they resume their parts,
Repeat their former toils, and various arts.

Now oft the heroes of the sacred1 page,
Great souls! the product of a better age,
Redeemed and rescued from the silent urn,
On this low stage in miniature return.
There may you see a venerable hand
Of natriarch-sires in hoary order stand;
Then: faces furrowed, as they once appeared,
And their chins clothed with silver lengths of beard.
So, long consuming age, from day to day,
Contracted Tithon by a slow decay.
From wasting stage to stage he gradual past,
And sunk into a grasshopper at last.

Now sing we whence the puppet-actors came,
What hidden power supplies the hollow frame $
What cunning agent o'er the scenes presides,
And all the secret operation guides.
The turner shapes the useless log with care,
And forces it a human form to wear:
With the sharp steel he works the wooden race,
And lends the timber an adopted face.
Tenacious wires the legs and feet unite,
And arms connected keep the shoulders right.
Adapted organs to fit organs join,
And joints with joints, and limbs with limbs combine.
Then adds he active wheels and springs unseen,
By which he artful turns the small machine,
That moves at pleasure by the secret wires;
And last his voice the senseless trunk inspires.

From such a union of inventions came,
And to perfection grew, the puppet-frame 5
The workman's mark its origin reveal,
And own tiie traces of the forming steel.

1 Alluding to the creation of the world.